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Research Opportunity

* WorkSafeBC diagnostic & surgical procedures:
— 1996: private clinics
— 2001: expedited fees

* The longer a worker 1s off work, the less likely they are to return
to work

e Never been evaluated — BC Auditor General

* Comparison of surgical groups: private expedited, public
expedited, public non expedited
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Methods Summary

Study Sample:

— Injured workers, time-loss workers’ compensation claim for

meniscal knee (day) surgery, 2001-2005

Analyses:
— Descriptive characteristics by study groups
— Quantile (median days) regression models

* Effect of surgical setting and expedited status on wait time
and return-to-work time, adjusted for covariates
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Defining wait times and outcomes
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date consultation date work date
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Methods — Study Sample/Groups
N=1380 individuals

Public Private

Hospital Clinic
Expedited 568 (41.2%) 574 (41.6%)
Non-expedited 238 (17.2%) n/a
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Baseline Characteristics by Surgical Setting and
Expedited Status
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Baseline Characteristics by Surgical Setting and
Expedited Status

Previous same
knee claim
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knee surgery
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Osteoarthritis
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Surgery Wait Time: Last Specialist Consult
Date = Surgery Date (Median days (IQR))

Public Private

Hospital Clinic
Expedited 22 (13-37) 23 (14-38)
Non-expedited 39 (19-69) n/a
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Time to Return to Work: Surgery Date =
Return to Work Date (Median days (IQR))

Public Private

Hospital Clinic
Expedited 55(32-120) 58 (33-126)
Non-expedited 50 (28-126) n/a
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Quantile Regression (comparing median days - surgery
wait time) for 25% 50 and 75® percentiles, adjusted

.
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-14.00%** , Public
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B 25th Percentile
Public
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. reference
75th Percentile ( )
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Days (with 95% confidence intervals)

Adjusted forgender, age, wage, health authority (coefficients not shown).
*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001
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Quantile Regression (comparing median days —
RTW time) for 25% 50% and 75" percentiles, adjusted

*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001

Days (with 95% confidence intervals)
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Adjusted forgender, age, wage, health authority, previous surgery, osteoarthritis, occupation (coefficients not shown).
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Quantile Regression — Differences in Surgery Wait
Time by Health Authority 50® percentile, adjusted

Van. Coastal
50th Percentile 0 (reference)
25th, 75th not shown _

-3.50
Van.Island
-4.75 .
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450
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-4.75
Northern
-20.00 -15.00 -10.00 -5.00 0.00 5.00 10.00 15.00
Median days (with 95% confidenceintervals)
Adjusted forsurgical/exped. status, gender, age, wage (coefficients not shown).
*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001
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Quantile Regression — Differences in RTW Time by
Health Authority 50 percentile, adjusted

Van. Coastal
50th Percentile 0 (reference)
25th, 75th not shown -
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Van. Island
-17.33* .
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-13.00
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-14.67
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-50.00 -40.00 -30.00 -20.00 -10.00 0.00 10.00 20.00
Median days (with 95% confidenceintervals)
Adjusted forsurgical/exped. status, gender, age, wage, previous surgery, osteoarthritis, occupation (coefficients not shown).
*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001
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Thank you!

e WorkSafeBC * Co-Investigators

— Partnership -
* Roberta Ellis
e Terry Bogyo
* Ed McCloskey
* Penny Lowe
— VSC staff _
* Diana McKay
* Joey Hofmeister —
* Andrew Montgomery
— Clinical Management
* Gord van der Eerden
* Dr. Don Graham
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* Mieke Koehoorn (Michael
Smith Foundation for HR)

* Morris Barer
e Kim McGrail
e Chris Mcleod
Toronto Western Hospital
e Pierre Coté
Institute for Work & Health
* Sheilah Hogg-Johnson
Research Staff

e Rahul Chhokar, Eric
Lotenz, Lillian Tamburic,
Fan Xu, Jonathan Fan,
Ronita Nath
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More Information

On the Web:

www.chspr.ubc.ca/research/worksafebc

WorkSafe BC

resquery(@worksafebc.com

The University of British Columbia
Micke Koehoorn (mieke.koehoorn(@ubc.ca)

Chris Mcl.eod (cmcleod@chspr.ubc.ca)
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Results
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Meniscal surgeries by surgical setting
and expedited status
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Results

Adjusted median days, by regional health authority

\

Surgical wait time
(Last) specialist consult date to surgery date

Northern
22 days

Part of
Vancouver
Coastal

Vancouver Interior

Island Vancouver 21 days
23 days  Coastal
26 days Fraser

.......

Adjusted for surgical setting/expedited status, gender, age, wage
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Results

 Adjusted median days, by regional health authority

Time to return-to-work
Surgery date to return-to-work date

Median days
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Adjusted for surgical setting/expedited status, gender, age, wage, previous same-knee surgery, osteoarthritis, occupation
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