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ÁHealth is in Provincial Jurisdiction.Canadian                                                                                

Constitution

ÁProvincial Governments: 

are the Insurance Companies

ÁFederal Government: Is a Funding partner

Government is a dominant but passive payer.

Governments Just Pay & Trust

ñWe do not have a system!ò
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ÁNo one likes to change!

ÁAssumption is change will be bad (for me).

ÁChange is especially difficult when economic (income) 

will/may be affected.

ÁProvincial governments negotiate changes with medical 

associationsé who act as the unions.

Environment of Fear & lack of Trust!
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Å Larry Grossman 40 years ago (tried to buy support)

ÅDon Orchard in Manitoba 23 years ago (friendship)

ÅRay Frenette in New Brunswick 22 years ago (realistic)

ÅEvery Provincial Government has tried & some have 
had moderate success.

Å 1987 - 90 Ontario Offered Partnership (ICES)

Å 1990 - 1995 Ontario gave Legislated Rand

Å 1995 - 2000 FFS effective Policy Veto to protect 
incomes

Å 2000 - 2004 Utilization Cap removed
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Governments: on behalf of the owners

Just pay & trust

Public Pay & Private Delivery
ÁOntario Hospitals are private corporations with Boards 

of Directors

Á Doctors, midwives, pharmacists, dentists, etc. are 

independent & self regulating.

Who advocates for & acts in the public interest?
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What  do the Canadians have a right to want & expect?

1) Timely access to appropriate, safe, high 
quality primary care & services.

2) Good valuefor their taxes.

Are they getting what they want & 
expect?
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A reasonable quality expectation:

DO NO HARM
It is also reasonable to expect that 

health professional care will do some 

GOOD!
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ÁThe evidence suggest serious quality, safety & harm 

issues.

ÁThe Canadian Medical model can not be accurately 

compared because of data quality & lack of common 

indicators, common definitions, common coding & 

common standardsé. When Canada is compared we 

fare poorly

ÁCanadian delegations are often embarrassed.
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