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Objectives

ÅDescribe trends in primary care delivery for 

children in Canada 

ÅReflect on challenges for primary care 

service delivery for children in the context 

of current primary care reform 

ÅFuture direction for policy and research
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What Is Primary Care for Children

ÅWell-child care
¤ Health supervision (anticipatory guidance ïsleeping 

on back, car seats, nutrition etc)

¤ Developmental surveillance

¤ Child/family psychosocial assessment

¤ Care coordination (other HC professionals)

¤ Immunizations, physical exams, screening 

ÅAcute care

ÅChronic care management 

Ąoverall 19 visits in the first 2 years of life  
*US Guidelines for Health Supervision and ñBright Futuresò Guidelines
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International Comparisons of Primary Care Systems for Children*

ÅSome variations in financing, 
regulations/governance,  accessibility 

ÅMost significant differences in the human 
resources used for the various components of 
care, esp. well child care and the amount of 
coordination with community services
¤ No head-to-head comparisons on whether outcomes 

vary by the different models of delivery

* ñRethinking Well-Child Care in the United States: An international 
Comparisonò, Kuo A et al, Pediatrics 2006 118 (4):1693-1702
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What about in Canada?

ÅGenerally a MD-led model of primary care  

ÅMixture of paediatricians and GPs/FPs

¤Quebec has community based primary care 
centres which offer other services (social 
services) 

¤Alberta uses public health nurses to immunize, 
provide anticipatory guidance

¤Nurses in remote areas 

ÅNo evaluation of this ñnatural experimentò


